
PEACE
Onstage, Dib and Dob argued, 
fought over the covers and took 
turns being afraid of  the dark and 
unknown forest. Dib bossed Dob; 
Dob shriveled beneath his 
brother's anger.

In the audience, children laughed, 
gasped and sometimes shrieked as 
David Craig and Derek Scott of  
Roseneath Theatre presented a 
comical theater piece called ''Dib & 
Dob and the Journey Home.''
''Dib and Dob get along like me 
and my sister,'' fourth-grader Emily 
O'Bleness noted on Monday after 
the first of  10 performances for 
local schoolkids.

The show, which will be presented 
to the public tonight at the Alaska 
Center for the Performing Arts, 
concerns two brothers who get lost 
during a hike. After arguing and 
getting nowhere, they learn to work 
together -- and the bossy older 
brother winds up needing help 
from the subservient younger one.

Served up with a healthy dose of  
slapstick and some surprising 
special effects, ''Dib & Dob'' could 
be considered just a gentle tale 
about siblings dynamics.

But in these days of  news stories 
about kids who lash out violently 
after years of  harassment, plays 
like this have a different message. 
They reinforce what schools are 
trying to do regarding ''conflict 
resolution'' -- that is, kids learning 
to talk through differences.

Wendy Constantine, who's in 
charge of  the Resolving Conflict 
Creatively program for the
Anchorage School District, winces 
when she hears words like 
''Columbine.'' While acknowledging 

the horror of  such extreme 
situations, she also points out that 
untold numbers of  kids are verbally 
or physically tormented every day.

''I really see a danger in terms of  
doing things reactively,'' i.e. in 
response to a crisis, Constantine 
said.

Instead, she prefers to teach kids 
how to solve conflicts both for 
themselves and for others: ''They 
will intervene very bravely if  it's 
something they believe in.''

In fact, about half  the students 
from a fourth-grade class at Ocean 
View Elementary said they have 
been playground peacemakers. 
Their teacher, Scottie Cikanek, 
used ''Dib & Dob'' as a chance to 
talk about conflict.

Every kid in the class agreed that 
conflict is inevitable, even with 
best friends -- and especially with 
siblings. Dib & Dob's brotherly 
interaction seemed pretty normal 
to them.

''Fighting,'' said Erica Wynn.
''Fighting over things,'' agreed 
Emily O'Bleness.
''Fighting, period,'' said Riley Pohll.

Dib and Dob learned to cooperate 
-- but not without strife. Francis 
Archer noted that Dob put up with 
quite a bit before his breaking point 
-- especially when Dib kicked him 
out of  the tent.

''Personally, if  I was left outside 
with only a blanket, I'd be freaking 
out,'' Francis said.

Yet when asked what the conflict 
taught the brothers, Francis 
immediately replied, ''That
family is more important than 

who's the boss.''
What about conflict outside the 
family? Cikanek asked. How might 
they deal with a conflicton the 
playground?

''You walk away,'' said Alex Tanner. 
''Or tell them you don't want to be 
this way.''

And if  it were someone else's 
fight? The kids agreed they'd step 
in, even if  they were afraid. ''It 
would be the right thing to do,'' 
Francis said.

Suppose that gets you drawn into 
the conflict? ''Even (so), deep 
down inside yourself  you'll
feel proud that you did the right 
thing,'' said Chad Montana.

Bullying, name-calling and fighting 
are big issues at the elementary-
school level, according to their 
teacher.

She, too, does not like to bring up 
issues like gunfire in schools.
''We address things that are 
appropriate to their age level,'' 
Cikanek said.

That very morning, Ashley 
Donnelly had seen two boys 

fighting. She asked them to stop, 
and they told her to mind her own 
business. ''I said, 'Fighting on a 
playground makes it my business,' '' 
Ashley recalled.

The boys ordered her to leave, but 
she wouldn't unless they quit 
fighting. Naturally, as soon as she 
turned her back they started up 
again, so Ashley returned and told 
them she would call a grown-up if  
they didn't stop. They did.

Ashley's classmate Kailin Witt 
noted that not all kids really want 
to fight. But sometimes a kid will 
do it anyway ''because he wants to 
look cool.''

None of  the kids in the classroom 
seemed to believe that. What's 
really cool, they agreed, is to resolve 
differences without fisticuffs -- as 
hard as that might be.

''It takes courage to stand up for 
what's right,'' Chad said.

Reporter Donna Freedman can be 
reached at dfreedman@adn.com.
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